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. Tag Parliamentary Session of 1875 has opened under circumstances of unusual 
quietness and:calm. There ix no public excitement; no great party question looms 
on the horizon—nothing, either in the present or in the immediate future, can be 
perceived likely, to any great extent, to stir or agitate the public mind. So far a 
the intentions of the Ministry are concerned, the Queen’s Speech indicates that social 
rather than political legislation will be the order of the day. It is unquestionably 
true that an interval of cessation from the more active and impassioned strife of 
parties may be improved to great advantage by attention to subjects of great national 
importance, but which are liable to be overlooked or thrust aside in a period of great 
political turmoil and contention. The improvement of the dwellings of the working 
classes in our larger towns and cities, the prevention of the pollution of rivers, and 
generally the consolidation and amendment of the sanitary laws, are matters which 
may worthily engage and fully occupy the time and attention of both Houses of 
Parliament in the session which has so tranquilly began. In addition, however, to 
measures such as these, certain important law reforms, embodied in the Judicature 
Bill, will engross a large amount of time, and require much thought and care in their 
discussion. The Bill for the amendment of the laws relating to our mercantile ma- 
rine, already introduced, may, we hope, be passed in such a form as to provide more 
effectual protection for life and property at sea, by preventing disasters that are 
avoidable, and punishing, when they occur, the parties responsible for their occur- 
rence. The simplification of the transfer of land, the consideration of which subject 
was last session put aside to make way for the introduction of the Public Worsbip 
Regulation Bill, will now be discussed under conditions more favourable to its satis- 
factory decision. On the whole, there is quite work enough for Parliament to do, 
and should it be effectually and thoroughly accomplished, the session of 1875 will 
not be unproductive of beneficent and practical results, such as may well satisfy the 
laudable ambition of a Ministry. 


Notwithstanding the fact that the deputation of the Evangelical Alliance has 
returned to England without an audience of the Sultan, it may reasonably be believed 
that in the main object of their mission they have been successful, and we would 
fain hope that, for a time at least, we shall hear no more of the persecution of con- 
verts to Christianity in Turkey. Such a result, if insured, will be well worth the 
time and toil expended in achieving it. The failure of the immediate object of the 
deputation—that of an interview with his Imperial Majesty—is of little moment if 
the end shall be attained for which that interview was sought. We may fairly con- 
clude, both from the assurances conveyed to the deputation on the eve of their 
departure from Constantinople, and the letter addressed to Mr. Kinrlaird by the 
Turkish Ambassador in London, that the Government of the Sublime Porte has been 
convinced by, the. wide-spread interest which this quéstion bas excited, both of the 


themselves, sufficient proof that the matter had awakened the most anxious interest, 
and enlisted the warmest sympathies of influential men throughout both Europe and 
America. The mors! weight ari infuence of the deputation, therefore, coula not be 
gainsayed; and while advantage was taken of their non-diplomatic character to refuse 
them (on the ground of inconvenient precedent) the audience for which they asked, 
it was felt by the Turkish Government that the protest they presented must be 
listened to, and that the prayer of their memorial could not safely be denied. The 
pleas put forward by the Porte, in the way of explanation and apology, cannot be 
sustained by the facts which have come to light as regards each case of local persecu- 
tion. This, however, is of little comsequence. It might have been foreseen that, if 
the Sultan's Mimasters were prepared to avow that they would in future bind them- 
selves to respect, as regards their own subjects, those rights of conscience which the 

or connived at the violation by their subordinate officials of those rights of con- 
science in the past. The important point is to have obtained from them such an 
avowal of adhesion to the great principle of religious liberty, and such a promise to 
respect it for the time te come. Their sincerity in these declarations will, of course, 
speedily be tested Meanwhile we may congratulate our readers that there is every 
prospect that what has been wrong will be redressed, and that an effectual check 
will henceforth be imposed on the fenatical and persecuting zeal of local and inferior 
authorities. That a fanatical hatred of Christians, and of Christian converts more 
especially, prevails in many parts of Turkey amongst the ignorant Moslem popula- 
tion, the Ambassador's letter to Mr. Kinnaird fully and explicitly admits; that this 
spirit is rife even im Constantinople itself, may be inferred from the fact that the 
Government have prohibited the sale by culporteurs of Bibles in the streets, on the 
plea that disturbances might probably ensue. Whether or not this plea may be sin- 
cere, the fact itself must be regretted) The Porte, however, reiterates its assurances 
that the sale of Bibles from the depéits may still be freely carried on, and that with 
the work of the American or other missions it will in no way interfere. That the 
promises thus made may be performed, and that the Sultan’s Government may be re- 
deemed from the charge of pandering to the persecuting tendencies of a portion of 
its subjects, will be most earnestly and prayerfully desired by all Evangelical Chris- 
tians, whether in the Old World or the New, and will be an object of solicitade with 
all statesmen and politicians, of whatever school, who prize and seek to extend to all 


There has been during the last month no lack of energy or vigour in the conduct 
the French Assembly. The apparent dead-lock in political action, from which, a 
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- . determination of the Protestant Powers to uphold throughout Europe the great 
_ principles of religious freedom, and of the fact that the persecution even of obscure 
tT individuals by subordinate officials, and in remote and secluded districts of the 
Turkish Empire, cannot be connived at or permitted with impunity. It is true that 
the deputation which proceeded to Constantinople was in no sense a diplomatic one. 
| and did not pretend officially to represent the views and feelings of the British 
| Government? but nome the less did it represent (and was known to represent) the 
, 3 views and feelings of the British people. Nor, indeed, of the British nation only ; for 
| the signatures to the memorial of which the deputation were the bearers, were, of 
| 
period of strong and startling excitement. A state of parties in which it seemed 
| impossible that any Constitution could be framed, issued in the assumption by the 
| Chamber of an attitude of fixed and determinate resolve, in which it addressed iteclf 
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in downright earnest to the work of organizing the Republic. In this difficult 
enterprise it was, by an unexpected combination of parties, enabled to make a 
progress surprising even to itself, until, by proneuncing for a Democratic Senate, or 
a Second Chamber to be chosen by the people, it gave occasion to the Marshal- 
President to interpose. His interference, at such a crisis of affairs, was by most 
statesmen thought to be unwise; it succeeded for the time, and resulted in proposals 
for a compromise, but was followed by the adoption of a resolution, enacting that the 
Senate shall consist of 300 members, of whom 225 shall be nominated by the deps rt- 
ments and ths colonies, and 75 by the National Assembly. We trust that the Uon- 
stitutional Laws will now be passed, and harmony between the President and Assembly 
will be maintained. With the powers that the President possesses and the certainty 
that they never will be willingly surrendered, a collision between his authority and 
that of the Assembly would, cf all possible contingencies, be the most to be deplored. 
Considering the conflicting political elements of which the nation is composed, the 
preservation of the peace of France mainly depends on mutual concession amongst the 
parties of which the Chamber now consists, and on the maintenance of a good under- 
standing between that body and the Chief of the Executive. 


The prognostications of those who predicted that Garibaldi’s arrival in Rome 
would be the signal for an outbreak of tumult and disorder, if not an insurrection 
against the authority of the Government itself, have been signally falsified by the 
result. As the reception of the hero by the entire population was enthusiastic to the 
_ last degree, his demeanour in the capital of free and united Italy has been such as to 
show that he fully deserves the welcome so gladly and universally accorded him, and 
is entitled to the confidence of all parties in the State who desire to maintain the 
independence and the freedom of the great Italian peninsula, He has not raised, 
nor.sought to raise, the Republican flag, but has cheerfully taken the oath of alle- 
giance to King Victor Emmanuel ; and, satisfied with having attained the great 
object of his life—the unity and freedom of his native land—he now exerts himeelf 
to consolidate her strength, develop her resources, and inrprove her material con- 
dition. He has-aimed, not to promote division, but to reconcile those who were 
divided ; and in this has succeeded so completely, that (with one notable exception ) 
reconciliation is the order of the day. That exception is the clerical and Ultra- 
montane party, who, of course, cannot be brought to acquiesce in, or even patiently 
to bear, the present state of things. It was this party which sounded the alarm when 
Garibaldi was elected to the Parliament; it Was the priests who prophesied that his 
advent to the capital would be followed by disastrous results. The wish, possibly, 
was father to the thought, for nothing could better serve the men who would fain 
restore the Pope’s temporal dominion, than dissensions amongst those by whom its 
overthrow has been accomplished. But Garibaldi’s conduct has been that of a true 
patriot, and by his conciliation and forbearance he has put his enemies to shame. 


-» Seldom, if ever, has such a meeting been convened as that which, on the 5th of 
February, assembled in Freemasons’ Hall to express sympathy with the evangelistic 
labours of our brethren from America, and to learn from them the arrangements con- 
templated for their approaching visit to the great metropolis. Clergymen and 
ministers of all denominations had been invited, and were present. Leading and 
representative men of every section of the istian Church, and of all shades of 
opinion, ecolesiastical and doctrinal, were in this intensely earnest and 
numerous: assenibly:, Not only were Calvinists and Arminians, cat 
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hall, but Ritualists also. It was this element in the meeting which struck the one | 
note of discord which somewhat marred the harmony that would otherwise have 
marked the proceedings. Though the replies which 

ceived were not as direct and unmistakable as some 
fully expected, yet we trust that there is no ground for apprehension on the point 
thus raised, and that our brethren themselves and those who will be their chief 
co-operators in London will be careful not to relegate converts or inquirers to the 
spiritual guidance of any who would lead them away from the simplicity that is in 
Christ. This end being kept in view, nothing can be more cheering than the almost 
unprecedented display of Christian unity which Messrs. Moody and Sankey’s visit to 
this country has evoked, and of which the exceptionally composite character of the 
meeting at Freemasons’ Hall is the most remarkable and striking illustration. 
Everywhere, indeed, tokens abound that the old barriers of religious exclusiveness— 
the prejudices which so long kept Christian men apart—are fast and irrevocably 
breaking down. But in no way is this more manifest than in the readiness now 


shown by Christians of almost every communion for combined action in the procla- 


mation and diffusion of the Gospel. This is one of the most hopeful features of the 
times. Amidst all our jarrings and dissensions—amidst the revival of exploded 
superstitions, and the growing tendencies to unbelief—this at least is clear, that the 
disciples of a common Saviour are banding together as they never did before, not 
only for the defence, but for the extension of that kingdom which is peace and 
righteousness on earth. | 

The success of Messrs. Moody and Sankey at Birmingham appears to have been 
no less eminent than in the other large towns. Their dependence, it is clear, is on 
God alone, and He therefore bestows a signal blessing on their work. If their 
visit to the capital is fo be honoured in like manner, those who promote it must 
exercise a like dependence. It has well been said that the “ general quickening of 
the churches will be the direct work of a grace which is absolutely sovereign,” and that 
if any undue reliance be placed on any human means, disappointment will undoubtedly 
ensue. Such a caution, in our present attitude of expectancy as regards the visit of 
these honoured brethren, may be of great importance. We may and ought to look 
to them as to evangelists whose labours have been made effective in a remarkable 
and marvellous degree; but their success is attributable solely to the blessing of the 
Holy Spirit; and those who welcome them to London must look, not to the men 
themselves, but to Him who has called them to their work—a work to which pre- 
eminently do those words of Holy Writ apply: “ Not by might, nor by power, but 
by my Spirit, saith the Lord of Hosts.” Meanwhile, the work of our American 
brethren in Liverpool is steadily progressing. Morning, noon, and evening the im- 
mense hall they have engaged is full to overflowing; ministers of all denominations 
countenance their meetings, and many interesting cases of conversion are recorded. 


A large and influential conference of members of the Church of 
both clerical and lay, convened by special invitation, has this last month been held 
in the metropolis. The great hall of Cannon Street Hotel was filled each day by 
an audience eminently representative of the piety, learning, and zeal of the Evan- 
gelical section of the Church. The object for which this assembly was gathered 
together was not, as was explained by Prebendary Auriol, who presided, for the 


discussion of any controverted points, or of any of the public questions of the day, _ 


but for purposes of a purely spiritual kind. Prayer for the increase of spiritual life 
in the Church generally, and in all its individual members, and mutual converse and | 


| 
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Jonconformists. and men of ¢ : of evangelical belief, to be found within the 
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counsel in order to this end, were the parposes sought to be effected by the con- 
ference ; nor, considering the spirit of deep earnestness which prevailed throughout 
ite mestings, cam we doubt thet these results will be attained. The devotional part 
of the proceedings was marked by great fervour and simplicity. Three readers or 
speakers were appointed for each sitting, and the papers read and addresses delivered 
—all on subjects of vital moment in regard to personal religion—were worthy of the 
aim and the occasion. Such conversation and discussion as ensued were directed to 
points of sfecial practical importance. Altogether this conference leaves a pleasing 
and hopeful impression on the mind, and supplies one illustration, amongst many, of 
the fact that, if the enemies of vital Christianity are more active than ever in 
assaulting it, those who feel its power, and know its infinite importance, are more 


earnestly and prayerfully than ever seeking its promotion. 


Public attention has again been directed to the vexed and doubtful question, 
whether clergymen, without any infraction of the law, can occasionally preach in 
Nonconforming pulpita. The Hon. and Rev. W. H. Freemantle, the much-esteemed 
Rector of St. Mary’s, Bryanstone Square, having, at the request of Dr. Parker, of 
the City Temple, consented to take part in the Thursday morning service at that 
spacious place of worship, the Bishop of London interposed, and warned Mr. Free- 
mantle that his preaching in Dr. Parker's pulpit would be regarded as illegal. The 
language of the Bishop scarcely went the length of affirming the positive illegality of 
such a step, but intimated that its legality was so doubtful that it called, in the inte- 
rests of Church discipline and order, for the exercise of episcopal restraint. Mr. Free- 
mantle judged it right to obey his diocesan’s monition, but this did not prevent his 
attending the City Temple on the day for which he had been announced to preach, 
explaining why and how he was prevented from fulfilling his engagement, and plead 
ing, before a crowded congregation, including several clergymen, on behalf of the 
building fand. The address was marked throughout by good feeling and good taste, 
for, whilst strongly advocating that free intercommunion of services and interchange 
of pulpits between Churchmen and Dissenters of. which he would himself have set a 
conspicuous example, he yet urged his hearers to be tolerant in their judgment of 
rulers who had to administer an antiquated and complex system of Church law. It 
is by conduct such as this, by combining firmness with forbearance, that the cause of 
Christian unity can best be served, and the barriers which ecclesiastical jealousy has 
reared, and in some quarters still labours to maintain, be undermined and overthrown. 
Amongst the different denominations between whom an interchange of pulpits is a 
daily and habitual occurrence, it is not found that this practice tends to disorganiza- 
tion, or to lessen the attachment of each body to its own distinctive principles and 
views. It merely shows that secondary matters, however important, are held in 
subordination to those which are supreme, and that questions of Chyrch polity or 
discipline take rank beneath those central truths on which all Christians are agreed ; 
nor is there any valid reason why to this rule the Church of England should form 


the sole exception. . 


The Vicar of Owston Ferry, who, a few months since, acquired an unenviable 
notoriety by his refusal to allow the customary title of “ Rev.” to be prefixed to the 
name of a Wesleyan minister on a tombstone in the churchyard of his parish, and 
who was supported in that refusal by the Bishop of his diocese, has, it appears, by 
the advice of the same ptelate, been induced, after so long an interval, to withdraw 
a prohibition which never should have been imposed. The title in question is, as is 
well known, not a legal designation, but one commonly and in courtesy accorded to 
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Christian ministers in general, to)whatever Charch they may belong. It was, how- 
ever, because the Bishop of in the narrowness of an exclusive ecclesiasticism, 
refused to recognise as Christian ministers those who had not received episcopal 
ordination and appointment, thatshe encouraged the Vicar to persist im what practi- 
cally amounted to a refusal to acknowledge a Wesleyan brother as a minister of 
Christ. And if he now gives counsel of an opposite description, it is not because of 
any change of feeling or of view, but because the Wesleyan community have taken up 
the matter ; and the Vicar of Owston Ferry has no longer to contend with an unaided 
brother in the ministry, but with the Wesleyan Committee of Privileges, appointed 
by the Conference, who have threatened the Vicar with legal proceedings, and whom 
the Bishop justly describes as a powerful and influential bedy. To us it seems that, 
after taking such high ground in refusing the original request, it is taking very low 
ground indeed to concede it now from motives of policy or fear. The Bishop coun- 
sels the Vicar not to engage in litigation, the result of which may be doubtful, but 
which is certain to entail grievous cost and trouble on himself. We cannot but think 
that Dr. Wordsworth must be conscious that, in point of law, the Vicar’s position is 
untenable— that there is, in fact, no case for the defence. Would it not, then, have 
been wiser at the outset not to assert righte which have no foundation in the law, to 


say nothing of pretensions which are alien to the spirit of the Gospel ? 


_ Death, which during this winter has been unusually active in all. classes of 
society, has recently removed from our midst many influential men of note and 
standing in various sections of the Christian Church, Amongst these we may 
particularly specify Dean Champneys, Canon Kingsley, the Rev. Luke H, Wiseman, 
and the Rev. Dr. Macfarlane,—all men of great ability and power, and whose loss 
will be long and deeply felt by those bodies to which they respectively belonged. 
Dean Champneys—better known, perhaps, as for many years the indefatigable and 
zealous Rector of Whitechapel—was a man whose influence in evangelical circles it 
would be difficult to over-rate. That influence, it may suffice to say, was always 
used on behalf of truth and righteousness, and no less in advancing the interests of 
Christian unity and peace. It was therefore not restricted to the Chareh of which 
_ he was a member. Of Canon Kingsley it is hardly needful we should speak. His 
character and works need no eulogy of ours. His philanthropic spirit, and the 
unwearied assiduity with which—whether by pen, by oral speech, or by personal 
effort—he sought to elevate his fellow-men, are worthy of all praise. We may 
. regret, as do many others, that his views on the great and most momentous of all - 
subjects were not more clear and unmistakable—more manifestly in accordance with 
the revelation of the grace of God in’ Christ ; but that he was actuated by a 
sincere desire to promote the welfare, even the religious welfare, of ‘his fellow- 
men, according to his own ideas, no question can be entertained. The Rev. Luke 
Wiseman had long been one of the most prominent and honoured ministers of the 
great Wesleyan body. Of a noble, lofty intellect, a commanding presence, great 
acquirements, and oratorical powers of no mean order, combining simplicity with 
eloquence and grace, his piety and talents had placed him in the highest positions 
| to which a minister of that denomination can be raised. After an immense amount 
iter of -cireuit work, and filling in succession the offices of Secretary to the Wesleyan 
' ; Missionary Society and Secretary of the Conference, he was called by the votes 
_ Of his brethren, in larger numbers than on any previous occasion, ‘to fill the 
Presidential chair, the duties of which he discharged to the satisfaction of the whole 
' community. ' Dr. Macfarlane was one of the most able and devoted pastors of the 
_- Dnited Presbyterian Church, and after thirty years of ministerial life and, labour 
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north of the Tweed—twenty-one years of which were passed in Glasgow—he was 
nominated one of the three brethren selected by the Synod to gather and build up 
congregations in the metropolis. His success in London was remarkable, and his 
whole career was matked by the blessing, in an eminent degree, of the Master 


whom he served 


[From our own Correspondent. } 
Paria, February 15, 1875. 
PERILS OF THE STATE. 

The statu quo is again resorted to in politics 
> as the only situation in which the Government 
at present sees hope of quiétness, Between 
three forms of power, each carrying with it a 
large proportion of the nation perfectly 
inimical to the two others, the Marshal does 
not choose France to decide at present. Thus 
be sent a message, worded carefully, but per- 
fectly comprehensible, which stopped the 
Assembly in its republican tendency. Great 
as are the disadvantages of a périod of con- 


a 


children of God, crying to them, “ Awake, 
thou that sleepest, and arise from the dead, 
and Christ shall give thee light!” filis them 
with far higher concerns than the politics 


ir | thrown on the disc, and listening to 


tendencies, 
and polemical strife for a higher reach of 
heavenly ambition and loving action; and in 


opens | some places Roman Catholics and Rationalists 


who have attended the meetings for further- 
ing the attainment of a higher Christian life, 
have come out confounded, saying there is 
reality here! 

THE SOCIETY OF ST. FRANCOIS DE SALES 
has presented in its annual report for 1874, 
the fifteenth year of its existence, its receipts 
at 530,612 francs, 362,396 of which: are 
collected in France, 156,599 in Belgium, 
and 11,616 im Italy. It is an increase in 
France of 112,239 francs over last year. 
The subscribers to its monthly journal have 
increased to 27,000—i.¢., 6,000 more than 
the year before. Its aim is to help and de- 


its agents everywhere, and its pamphlets and 
tracts are multiplying. Its expenses have 
been 526,677 francs—viz., 358,460 for 
France, and 168,216 for other lands, It is 
active among the military; the tactics fre- 
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instruction is as great as, if not greater 
ever. We saw lately 130 soldiers enjoyi 


Scripture transparencies, singing the 


at | planation of the story of man’s fall and 
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FRANCE. 
regards the Synod as the true representative 
of official Protestantism. They perceive that 
the people whom they have endeavoured to 
gain by the unfairest of means cannot long 
be kept in ignorance as to the true state of 
things, and they are evidently intimidated 
in some quarters, It is a matter of rejoicing 
to sce 
frozen up into a block of ice, receiving some 
of those beams which cause it to flow in living 
streams. Pastor after pastor are leaving their 
tinual uncertainty, and whose close 
to spread the Gospel. We hail, especially in 
this point of view, the thrice-blessed work 
the Lord is carrying on among French and : 
Swiss Protestants, a sketch of which in Nimes 
I give you in a separate letter written while | 
there. The infinitely superior importance | 
of 
with 
Christ, would now be politically intoxicated, 
leading their hearers and readers down the 
fearfully rapid road of Republicanism in 
3 France, which inevitably must land us in 
anarchy. 4 
THE REFORMED CHURCH 
‘is a degree less agitated since the Rationalists 
ate convinced, by the caneclling of th 
elections as illegal, that the Governme. 


=> 
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are increasingly frequented, and are 

forth evident fruit. The following letter from 
Professor Rosseeuw St. Hilaire will show how 
mach this work is appreciated, not only by 
the working men who frequent them, but 
also by those of the higher class of mind 
who have had opportunity to become sc- 
quainted with it; “I am happy to record 
my testimony in favuur of a work with which 
every Christian in France ought to account it 
a privilege to associate himself, in rendering 
to ite excellent founder, the Rev. RB. W. 
M‘ALl, the tribute of gratitude and affection. 
As a humble devoted fellow-labourer 


y attendance of about 2,000 adults and 
children, which during the year give 


an aggregate of 100,437. Bible-classes are 
added to the usual j wherever the 
need begins to be felt, classes for teaching 
English, and young women’s classes. Books, 
tracta, Scripture portions, and the whole Bible 
are increasingly in demand. It is contem- 
plated commencing similar meetings in other 
cities, sti 


asleep at the age of seventy-five at Laforce, at | 


his son John’s. The day before he had said 


to a little grand-daughter, who came to tell 
him that dinner was ready, “Dinner, my 


dear child; to-day ‘or to-morrow I shall sit 


numerous friends present. It 


a safe and happy arrival than a departure. 


(From our own Correspondent .] 
Nimes, February 9, 1875. 


CONFERENCE FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF THE 
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seen and felt. The calm, still voice was 
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im covery with the greatest seal, in one of Mr.|dowm with Abraham, Imac, and Jacob! 

) Pearse’s meetings. The The next day he was in heaven. His own 

. MEETINGS OF THE REV. R W. M‘ALL hymns were sung around the grave by his 

children and and the very 

SPIRITUAL LIFE. 

The Lord is traly breathing over France, 
exciting that thirst in the hearts of his child- 
ren which he delights to satiefy. After 
Paris, Montmeyran; after Montmeyran, St. 
Quentin and aljacent places; after St. Quen- 
tin, Nimes—Nimes, the very bulwark of 

“ more than a year in this Dicssec Rationalistic Protestantism, but also the focns 
work, to which it has pleased God to grant of spiritual light and heat for the south of 
a success surpassing all that we had ventured | France. Here are Christians who have stood, 
to hope for, it is possible that I am so placed pillars of the temple of God, when all around 
as to be able more fully than many others to were bending like reeds under every wind of 
appreciate the ever-growing sympathy with | doctrine, who have fed upon hidden manna 
| which simple Gospel appeals are received when even pastors were feeding upon and dis- 
among our people—a people so easy to at- tributing unsatisfying husks. Their tears and 
| tract, so difficult to hold steadfast. That prayers have been heard, and the past week 
which astonishes me in this work, which no | has been a time of rejoicing and of bringing 
one could have ventured to imagine possible | in sheave, The Mission Iptéricure was 
| before our disasters, but which has found | foundea here in 1871; and when some of the 
| hearts prepared to respond to its appeals, is | principal founders experienced and witnessed 
i | not its success, nor its extension, but its | the blessings outpoured at Montmeyran, they 
| permanence. Not that we délude ourselves secured the aid of Pastor Theodore Monod a» 
itinerant missionary among the churches of 
; at Nimes, On returning home they spoke 
the words addressed to them, we have need | freely of personal blessings received; and of 
the 
) | receive, and surely the Lord gave according 
‘ to and above expectation. The first daye— 
‘ Monday, the lst, and Tuesday, the 2nd of 
February—were given to prayer and humilia- 
tion; and the work was so little apparent, that 
L the feeling of desolation and disappointment 
te | DEATH OF M. BOST, SEN, in these ardent southerns brought them to 
ithe intensest desire and looking to God 
i alone ; then came blessings which could be 
to. Him who gave the word and chose His 
| i appropriate instruments. The way of con- 
| 


and blessings each had to tell of. Remark- | poin 


able conversions and renovations took place 


Most of the pastors and laymen present at- 


the meetings signed the following resolution 


of the danger of all licentious literature, 
think that they should take advantage of 
being assembled to seek to bring back their 
co-religionists to the ways of holiness, to pro- 
test, with all the energy of their conscience as 
tion and the sale of impure novels, and the 
publication of reviews and journals coptain- 
ing anecdotes and sensational articles which 
defile the imagination. They think it their 


particular will exclude from their catalogues 
every book and review exceptionable in this 
t of view, 


— 


(From our own Correspoz.dent. } 
Florence, February 13, 1875. 


“ Signed at Nimes, Feb. 5, 1875.” 


of the dear old man. He has taken the 


tuents, responded generously to all the noble 
receptions gi 
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secration and trust was made plain, the sim- | in all classes, from the youth to the hoary- 
plicity of faith was perceived, hearts were | headed man, in those near and in the-+ ‘vho 
searched by Him who alone knoweth them, | came from afar. It was a shower of blessings 
and the deepest anguish was experienced by | on thirsty souls; and we believe that those 
many whose ground of confidence was sud- | who kept aloof to the end in the spirit of the 
denly taken away. Prayer-meetings were | brother of the prodigal son, were very few. 
held at nine a.m. in the Hall of the Young The concluding meeting, in which above 400 
Men’s Christian Association; at two p.m. and | participated in the Lord’s Supper, was pec’- 
at eight P.. two simultaneous meetings were | liarly solemn ; and on the following Sunday 
held—one in the Wesleyan Chapel, which | Pastor Theodore Monod preached on 1 Cor. 
holds 1,000, and the other in the Free Church, | i. 30, before 1,500 people packed into the : 
which holds 600, At four, 12 pastors met; Petit Temple. The absorbed attention dis- ' 
in conference; laymen met in another hall, | played was extraordinary. It was an impor- | 
and 400 or more women met in the Wesleyan | tant conclusion to the happy week, inasmuch , 
Chapel, to pray together and to hear special | as it brought before the Protestant public the . 
words of exhortation from one or two of their | doctrines of the Gospel in the same simplicity : 
sisters, Pastors’ wives also met in special | with which, in more familiar form, they had ar | 
prayer, and the young ladies and girls from | been presented during the week, and annihi- ; 
various schools were specially addressed. The | lated strange reports which fanatics of Ra- , 
addresses were short, pressing, and some of | tionalism and Romanism are always ready to 
them peculiarly tender. The testimonies | raise. 
were striking. In the words of a pastor of LICENTIOUS LITERATURE. 
proposed by M. Lombard, of Geneva :— | 
“The undersigned, penetrated by the fact 
never had their ministry appeared to them : 
so grand and so awful; never, assuredly, had : 
they measured so distinctly the distance be- . 
tween what they have been hitherto and f 
what they ought to be; never had they felt ; 
so far from the mark and so near to Him who ; ° 
has reached the goal for them, and who longs = - 
to reach it in each of them. f 
SPIRITUAL RESULTS. duty to solicit writers, journalists, editors, ; 
After each of these gracious days, many | and booksellers to give up such publications. i 
felt the need of passing the night in prayer;| They hope seriously that their appeal will } 
and when, on the morrow, in their special | be heard, and that Protestant booksellers in ” 
meeting, they assembled together, deep were 
the sacred emotions, marvellous deliverances, | 
ALY. 1 
oath, in his place in Parliament, as Deputy 
THE GREAT EVENT OF THIS WINTER for Rome, and visited the King at the royal 
is decidedly the arrival of Garibaldi in Rome, | residence in the capital, He has presided at 
and the happy results of his stay in the | the immense artisan uets of his consti- ; 
capital of Italy. It appears that the hu- 
midity of Caprera has been hurtfal to the 
old hero’s health, and that medical men | and people, and thrown his w 0 
assure him of relief from his rheumatic | a great scheme for rendering Rome & seaport, - 
pains in the drier and balmier atmosphere of | and changing the Campagna from # wilder- 
the “Eternal City.” All the Vatican prog- néss into a fruitful garden and a healthy 
nostications of disturbance have been falsi- place of residence for the teeming popule 
fied ‘by the dignified and patriotic bearing Gen af the city. In this case, certainly, 


which have been curiously obtained. ll | 


the churches, more or less, report the addi- 


tional basis, have sprang up in all the larger 
towns, and are in ence with one 
another. Better halls are secured, and 
many old places of Roman Catholic worship 
have been purchased. Regular and larger 
contributions are rendered as the fruit of 4 
growing and more intelligent piety, and a 
more thorough organization. <A greater num- 
ber of priests have become obedient to the 
faith, and the whole evangelical work has 
assumed visibility and standing, and gained 
the respect of the powers that be, 

I cannot but testify my satisfaction with 


— the prodigious advance made during the last 


few years, so that cases of persecution become 
daily rarer, and many other hindrances are 
gradually lessening. The friends of Italian 
evangelization have every reason to be grati- 
fied, and to expect yet greater results in the 
near future. 

. As a matter of duty I ought also to say 


that among the native Christians of Italy 


connected with the various denominations an 
excellent spirit reigns. Here and there, of 
course, there are combative Christians, men 
of war from their youth; but they consti- 
‘tute the very small minority, and with an 
outpouring from on high they would be 
carried away as by a flood in the common 
sympathy and Christian fellowship of the 
‘vast majority of Italian Evangelicals. Most 
of the appreciable bitterness is imported by 


EE 


A friend writes from Naples: “ The time 
is come when Popery must receive a pow- 
erful blow. While Garibaldi and his fol- 
lowers are endeavouring to undermine the 


has unfortunately taken place in Spain. The 
old ruins of Popery must fall to the ground. 
The roots of that system must be taken out 
of the of Italians; then only the 


i is not 
his will to make known the Gospel of his 
grace by means of two or three millions of 
tracts, well written and. wisely distributed 
by prayerful and persevering people, whom 
God has raised up for this work. .... Be 
lieve me, Italians will not go to Protestant 
places of worship in large numbers, unless 
you first enlighten them through tracts and 
small pamphlets, showing the errors and 
horrors of Pepery. While the children of 
the kingdom sleep, the enemy of souls is 

; Jesuits have started a large 
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another denomina- 
) | the unexpected has happene |. Enthusiasm | foreign friends of one or 
| | and transporte of joy are the order of the tion, who still insist upon their way as the 
; | day. All the friends of Garibaldi aml of only good and true way to bless this country. 
) Italy are in ecstasy, and the funds have This, however, is but as dust in the balance. 
| bounded upwards in token of the assured | The various Churches are learning to respect 
| peace and unity of the Italian kingdom. one another. There is less trenching on each 
: Though this is still the day of small things 
| | in Italy, yet the 
| PROGRESS OF THE GOSPEL MOVEMENT 
is very considerable. Did your pages allow nor Judah 
of it, I could cite dozens of detailed instances | to be 
| of Church extension, consolidation, and en- | ber of 
| largement, any one of which ten years ago | that, even 
| would have sufficed as the substance of an 
interesting communication. connection | 
| with all the various efforts of individuals | 
and churches, I hear of striking conversions | —_ 
through the reading of tracts and the pe- | evangelization. 
rusal of Bibles up and down the country | WHOLESALE DISTRIBUTION OF TRACTS. 
| catechumens under instruction, and the up- 
| springing of neighbouring village stations. | power of the Vatican, now is the most favour- 
| Schvols and excellently-edited Evangelical | able moment for the children of God to sow 
. journals are everywhere established. Unions | the good seed of Gospel truth on the one 
of our Christian youth, on an undenomina- | hand, and to expose the errors of Popery on 
the other. I am firmly convinced that if 
|the wickedness of Popery is not clearly ex- 
| | posed and demonstrated to the deluded popu- 
| | lation of Italy, the same result will follow as 
| | good ground will be p or the 
No preaching can be 
efficient, except through tract distribution on 
of Jesuits and priests, tracts are more 
received now than ever. ‘The people 
them, and carefully read them. Is 
the time for a large distribution? I 
humbly submit to you to lay this | 
| 
| 
id | Society here for gratuitous distribution. They 
\ 


Some months ago, and from another quar- 
ter, I an equally fervent appeal to estab- 
lish a society for an indiscriminate and gra- 
tuitous circulation of a million New Testa. 
Italy. While I honour 
the faith and fervour of these good Christians, 
and would by no means oppose any enterprise 
they might set on foot, but rather aid it in a 
emall way, my views expressed at length last 
year, and which are still unchanged, lead me 
to deprecate, as imprudent and injudicious, 


the Union American and Evangelical English 
Episcopal Church this winter, and that Dr. 
Robert Buchanan, of Glasgow, the famous 


The idea was suggested 
| Ferretti, and has been successfully carried 
by Signor Lepri. Twelve boys already live 
on the premises, and, along with many others 
who go home at night, are practically qualified 
as good artisans in the various branches of 
carpentry. The enterprise is undenomiua- — 
tional, and is carried on under the direction 
cf a large unsectarian committee. 
_ The great sensation in Florence just now 
is the recent at a crowded aris- 
tocratic masked ball, of an individual who 
admirably personified a corpse, far advanced 
in corruption! The hideous spectre appeared 
when gaiety and folly were at their height, and, 
“ And you will be the next!” So many gay 
ladies fainted, and so many gallant gentlemen 
were shocked, that the host had to inform 
the unsightly unknown that if he or she did 
not leave, the absolute rule would be broken 
and the mask torn off. The consternation 
among the servants was even greater than 
amid the festive throng. No one has yet 
auecceeded in piercing the mystery. Discus- 
sion still runs high as to whether a man or 
woman this disagreeable joke. 
At the Roman Carnival the police had to 
interfere and prevent a mock priestly pro- 
cession, as well as another attempt to parody 
the Pope, in a dog dressed out and seated in 
a priestly chair, borne aloft on the shoulders 
of men ! 
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have giver! away 100,000 in Naples. (Can | financier of the Free Church of Scotland, 
you, then, be silent? I send you one of their | ocoupies the pulpit of the Presbyterian 
tracts, entitled ‘ Methodist Evangelicals,’ in Church. 
which they mention the titles of our Evan- MISCELLANEOUS. 
to take nor to keep them. There is a tre. organized a tour for next month, of friends 
mendous abuse, of course, of the Methodists. | of the Baptist Mission in Rome, who sre to | 
San Gennaro is to be especially prayed to | be presemt at the opening of the Rev. Mr. 
against the wide-spread circulation of Gospel | Wall's church there, on the 21st of March. 
trects, Another of their tracts tells the story| I am happy to inform you that many so- 
of « man, who, from listening to a Pro-|cieties have recently sprung up in Rome, ; 
testant minister who was always speaking | Florence, and dohen for the prevention 
about faith, stayed away from mass, and be- of cruelty to animals; and that Mrs. Josephine ta 
came a very bed man. Then he was taken | Butler, the devoted and energetic promoter tf 
ill, and the parish priest called in. The sick | of the total abolition of the Contagious iy 
man tells the priest that the Protestant told | Diseases Acts, bas lately held several con- 1 
bim only to believe, and not to do good works, | ferences in Naples, Milan, and other places, 
and so he did bad works instead. The con- | and met with greater encouragement here in : 
clusion of the story is that the Protestant | connection with her mission than could have 
comes in, and the priest explains so cleverly been expected. 
that faith is not enough, that both the Pro Let me simply mention the existence here ; 
testant teacher and his sick scholar return to of an excellent institution for the industrial : 
the bosom of “ Holy Mother Church!” training of the sons of poor Evangelicale. : 
{ 
any such plans. 
The sad condition, for many years, of : 
ENGLISH PROTESTANTISM IN ROME 
has been anew brought under my attention | 
by a letter, which says: “Last Sunday | : 
spent in the English Church, outside the 
Porta del Popolo, and got such a dose of 
Popish doctrine that I would never enter it 
again. People bowed at the name of the 
| Virgin, and the clergyman gave us in three 
sentences the full essence of Popery: lst, ay) 
that the body and blood of Christ is cor- 1 
poreally present in the Sacrament! 2ndly, | 
that it is good to confess, and that the priest ; 
has power to absolve! and, 3rdly, that the 
consecrated water in baptism takes away all 
sin! --What think you of that.in a professing 7 
~ ‘ 
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before the assembled congregation, that 
you. 


Others, again, object that I should have 
remained at my post, for fear of making way 
for an opponent. How, they say, will you 
answer to the charge of haviag left your flock, 


Let me now meet an objection which has 
some show of reason. Some have been as- 


> 


tonished that I did not submit to the prohibi- 
tion of baptizing, and remain satisfied with 
the execution of the other duties of my office. 
Does not Paul say in 1 Cor. i. 17, “Christ 
sent me not to baptize, bat to preach the 
Gospel”? I had not been forbidden to preach. 
To this I answer simply that, in the protest 


that neither the State had any right to dictate 


this was not granted; before I was twenty- 


be the last time that I stand in this pulpit; 
and should the pulpit be forbidden me, there 
are other ways of preaching—yea, though it 
should needs be in the openair. I make but 
this one request: let no one deceive you, or 
tempt you away from Christ; wrestle with all 
your might, that you may be found more fully 
in Him, that Christ may growin you, Take 
comfort, for, I repeat, “we can do nothing 


| against the trath, but for the truth.” Heartily 


I thank you for the love and confidence you 
have shown towards me; and I allude especi- 
ally to you who, being parents, have entrusted 
me with the teaching of your children. A 
great responsibility rests upon you. In these 
days of unbelief it is no easy task to bring up 
‘children really in the nurture and admonition 
of the Lord; therefore see well to it that you 
yourselves be steadfast;in the faith, and 


obedient to the Word of God; thus God 
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ee set forth im distinct terms that I had no wish ) 
and especially the young, to one who teaclfes | to abandon my office—that, on the contrary, f 
this new doctrine? Let me confess that this| my hope was to maintain it with all my 
thought has again and again weighed heavily | might; but at the same time I declared plainly ) 
on me—yea, so heavily, that once I was on | Siti | 
the point of retracting. But I found an easy | to me how I, as a servant of Christ, was to 
way of disposing of what was otherwise so | baptize, nor was the Church Council em- 
great a difficulty. I just turned to the Lord’s 
Prayer, and asked, Does all this tend to the L 
hallowing of God’s name? Has the alteration | 
of the Baptismal Service been prompted by 
the desire to make sinners of mankind better oe 
to know, better to value, that love of God ; 
which led him to give his Son for their sal- 
vation? Will the fact that we are no longer : 
to confess openly our Christian faith—that r 
at all,—will all this advance the kingdom of if 
Ged? Do true and simple-hearted Christians | retain my charge if I remained free to ex- 
rejoice at these changes? Is it a victory of the | ercise it according to my convictions. But ie 
Church, and not rather defeat for which | 
the enemies celebrate a triumph? When | four hours older, I had received my dismissal. i} 
souls are being alienated from the grand facts | I think, then, that I stand justified in respect _ / 
of redemption, being taught that they are | to this last objection also. 
nugatory, needless: to salvation, is the will of | And now, beloved flock, what shall I say 
Ged being done? Or is it done when men | in conclusion? Let me add, that though I ss 
are confessedly working for the putting aside | now lay down my official position, it is not 4 
of the whole body of Christian belief? Truly, | with the intention of taking an entire and i 
I found no great difficulty in supplying the | final leave of you; on the contrary, I have . 
answer. By the help of the Lord’s Prayer, | good hope that my active work among you 
I soon saw that the whole movement, in all | will but now begin. . This may, perhaps, not 
its developments, was evil and ungodly, there- ' 
fore condemned already of God, and that 4 
consequently I could have nothing whatever i 
to do with it. I dare not, as it were, smite my 
God im the face, for the sake of an unfaithful 
National Church, by pretending to more pru- : 
dence or to more mercifulness than He him- i} 
self has. Yea, rather let me love God } 
supremely, and rather deny all creatures, than + 
do the very least thing contrary to his will. 
This has been the rule of my conduct; the { 
consequences, for myself and for my flock, I i 
-nust leave te Him who orders <1! things with 
unsearchable wisdom, and who therefore will , 
best know how to counteract the appointment i 
ef an opponent to my place; for “we can if 
truth.” | 


tamper with the rights of religious liberty, 
so formally guaranteed by the Constitution 
still in force, and to curtail and restrict its 


land—an event which I apprehend forebodes 
no good td that inestimable achievement of 
the revolution of 1868; and sundry inci- 
dents have already occurred which go far to 
prove that freedom of conscience is now 
trembling in the balance. 

The following narrative of occurrences at 
San Fernando, by showing what was done 
under the Government of Serrano and Sa- 
gasta, will help to foreshadow the dangers to 
be expected, and likely to be encountered, 
under the new régime, and to put the 
friends of religious liberty on the alert against 
any attempt to despoil Spaniards, and it may 
be foreigners also, of that inherent right of 
man. Public opinion throughout the Christian 
world should be aroused, and brought to bear 
on the Governments of England, Germany, 
the United States, and other Protestant na- 
tions, in order to secure an unconditional and 
unresticted promise that freedom of con- 
science shall be maintained intact and unfet- 
tered, not to foreigners resident in Spain 
only, but likewise to all Spaniards. The 
danger lies in those Governments being satis- 
fied with that promise in favour of foreigners 
only, which will unquestionably prove fal- 
lacious in the long run if equal liberty is 
not accorded to Speniards also. Who that 
knows anything of Spain will fail to perceive 
that, its intriguing priesthood once restored 
to their former position of predominant power 
and influence, the existence of a restricted 
toleration for a particular class will be short- 
lived and futile? What kind of religious 
liberty would that be that would most pro- 


— 


may 
taken for Spaniards, have to exhibit their 
pessports for examination and identification 


leacing Protestant Powers. 
Without reiterating the facts referred to in 
former letters, I shall simply recall to mind 
that, as the result of the representations made 
to our talented Ambassador at Madrid, agree- 
ably to instructions from the Board of Mis- 
sions of the United Presbyterian Church, in 
May last year, his Excellency obtained from 
the Spanish Government an order for the im- 
mediate removal of all obstacles to the open- 
ing of our church and the use of our pro- 


-perty at San Fernando. This official des- 


patch, or decree, was torn to pieces by mis- 
take (?) by the clerk entrusted with copying 
it for transmission to me. Weeks passed, 
waiting for a duplicate, and when it did 
afrive, the civil governor of the province of 
Cadiz shelved the question under the pretext 
of consulting the Home Minister as to the 
manher of giving effect to the orders of his 
superiors. Meanwhile a deputation from our 
Mission Board—consisting of our excellent 
Secretary, ‘the Rev. Dr. Hamilton’ Mac-; 
Gill, and John Dick Peddie, Esq.,—came out 
to Spain inthe month of June, They visited 
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ae : will grant you to see the like grace repro- | the cords of love and of faith, My heart's 
) duced in your offspring. » desire is that on that great day we may stand 
; And you, my two fellow-labourers, I thank together before our Saviour, Jesus Christ, and 
| you especially for the brotherly love with not be ashamed before Him at his coming, 
d which you have cheered me. To the elder | but may appear with joy before Him, holy 
, and to the younger I feel strongly bound by ' and freed from all sin. Amen. : 
SPAIN. 
| OPENING OF THE CHURCH AT SAN FERNANDO. 
| . Oran, Algeria, February, 1875. bably necessitate the placing of pulicemen at 
The readers of Evangelical Christendom | the doors of all Protestant places of -worship 
Li will not have forgotten the articles in which | to‘watch that no Spaniards go in or listen 
| I called attention to the obstructions that | from outside, and that would assuredly inflict 
- had been interposed by the local authorities inlaid 
: to the opening of a Protestant plece of 
) worship in the above-named town, and to 
other instances indicative of a tendency to 
every time they go to prayers? I appeal to 
. all who know Spain whether I am overdraw- 
ing the picture. The reader can judge for 
; exercise. new Governmen a King, | himself from the narrative that follows. 
| 13 too, now sway the destinies of tha: distracted | This, I repeat, is the danger to be guarded 
| against—asham liberty, restricted to foreigners 
only. It behoves, therefore, all who take an 
interest in the civilization and the moral 
| and material progress of our race, to see to 
it that Spain is not allowed to sink again 
| | into the slough of intolerance and fanaticism, 
| \ the inseparable concomitants of tyranny, op- 
| pression, and degradation. It would be a 
- disgrace to Europe if it does, and history 
. 1 would take note of it to the discredit of 
| those who conduct the foreign affairs of the 
| 
| | 
HE 
| 
| 


tary to Lord Derby and the Ambassador, the 


Right Hon. A. H. Layard, it is due that our 


the loss of his obsequious 
order was serit to the governor. 


assured, when the telegraph conveyed to 
the alternative of obedience or resignation, 


‘calde (mayor) of San Fernando, who was 
_ required to afford me every facility, aid, and 


qualification, which emboldened the latter to 
set the orders of the Ministry at defiance in 
the most ou manner. 

On Dec. 11 I waited on the alcalde to 
arrange some matters of mere detail, in 
order to avoid anything, however trifling, that 
could give umbrage ; and though I sent im a 
letter from the governor’s secretary, strongly 
recomm him to give complete effect to 


the orders of the Ministry, he refused to re- 
ceive me, on the ground of being too occu- 
pied with political matters. That has been 
for long, and is still, one of the great curses 
. of Spain,—that its civil servants are nothing 


sooner does ¢ change of government supervene 
than all are turned ont into the street, and their 
adversaries come in to fill their places, and 


to 
rights in this case, and many spoke of him 
as a Carlist in disguise. 
Preparations were made for the inaugura- 


tion service on Sabbath evening, the 13th, 


8 
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and examined the at San Fernando, | better than politicians, constantly intriguing 
cd, Mad aout the mata” tir Frage 
of June, had an with the Ambas- 7 | 
sador, to whom Lord Derby gave them a letter Y 
of introduction ; when Mr. Dick Peddie, who } 
is well known as an architect of the highest | to best to satiate their hunger and +s 
standing, was able to certify, as the result of | replenish their empty purses after months of } 
personal inspection, that the building was/| idleness and expectation. The municipali- } 
above all suspicion as regarded solidity, ven-| ties, the provincial “ juntas,” and I may say, 7 
tilation, and s&lubrity, and that the allega-| in one word, all public employéds, civil or 
tions on which it was denounced were utterly | military, down to the very “ serenos,” or iF | 
false. To this visit of the deputation, the | night-guards, constitute a parliamentary ma- ie ) 
professional testimony of Mr. Dick Peddie,| chinery and an army of politicians. The . | 
and the representations of our worthy Secre- | secretary's letter, too, contained an ominous F 
| phrase, for it reminded the alcalde “how his | 
rorejgn Ullice and its representative in Spain| a matter of public notoriety that his chief, | 
realized the gravity of the interests at issue,| the governor, by whose direction he wrote _ 
and led to the question being taken up with | | 
energy and decision. 

Accordingly, upon Mr. Layard’s return to | 
Madrid in October, and the recognition of the 4 
Government of Marshal Serrano by England, | 
his Excellency oceupied himself again with | and I went in the afternoon for the purpose. ) 
this important matter. After a great deal of | I found a policeman loitering near the charch, : 
fencing on the part of the Spanish Ministry, | and the moment I reached the door, he un- ] 
ee the | sheathed his big sabre with great noise and 8 
wishes of their provincial delegate, or to risk | ostentation, and began with the point to tear ia 

on a wall opposite ! 

“ Because the alcalde has . 

that he reluctantly yielded, and on Dec. 5 | the building w is 
informed me officially that he had communi- | submitted for approval, and stamped with the 
official stamp?” and the public bill-tticker 
was there to assure me that every requisite P 
protection in his power. But the governor's | would not have dared to put them up other- | 
despatch to the alealde contained a sort of | wise. 1 was then informed that two poliee- if 
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single policemah within hail, in case o 4 
did the Lord reward perseverance | 
The sig faith, and trust in his promises. The i 
crowd, all the world over the . 
ag of the Cadiz Church, i 
said that on the third } 
ng the San Fernando 1% 
py the local authorities, 
Ambassador and our | 
raised, and the church 
these gentlemen are 7 
praise for the energy, 
with which they have i" 
ad the rights of religious 
he question at issne was 
ted all the Protestant 
It was an attempt to | 
cea of worship to public if 
official inspection, and 1 
condemnation of official 
mic bodies, who, being it 
expected to approve of 
i to Protestant worship 
ics adopted triumphed 
ver a building recon- ij 
obviate all objections 
ity or salubrity, what ; 
Spain could 7 
salubrions / 
the priests, 
‘Bs 
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tians. There, are tendencies in 
to deny the 
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ak Majesty continued: “It will difficult am io 
for you to work in peace if | 
| the foundation of Christian fai faith | Him again. words find « warm 
| 7 of If we | in all Christian hearts throughout Germany, 
Chris. | and we hope that God will bless their influ- 
leave this foundation, we are 
| f AN INDIAN PICNIC. pat had brought them to be 
| 3 In a report of Bishop Whipple’ ! In answer to this, 
| i visitation to the Chippewa Indiaz out a whisky bottle from his 
| White Earth Reservation, there is ar ting it to his mouth, took a 
| of a picnic enjoyed by them on the aught. His wife, fearing he 
| : rary of the consecration of their all, or else with the impatience 
worship, which illustrates the effe , snatched it from him and . 
| Gospel of Christ when substituted mouth. It was old Stump, the 
7a gunpowder and whisky treatment wi of the church, and his wife; 
| | so long been practised on the red mer did their part. 
| the Indians had assembled in fron had retired, the chief went 
| church in great numbers—among hich had dawned 
volunteer company, composed ent of Bishop 
| | Indian soldiers, maishalled un with 
| | f, Wabon: 
ie 
0 
made a difference muel 
4 dison, son of the grand medicine-man, 
stepped from 
splendidly dre 
ancient Chipp 
gings, embroide 
diately turned 
i primeval happir 
} | thus giving point to the chief’s rem 
withdrew. 
3 “He then went on to tell how the whi 
| man came among them, and they fell; ho 
} under his baleful influence, they sank low 
i! : and lower to the deepest pitch of degradati 
Af iW and misery. At this point he turned ag 
to the church-door, and there two figures | tion. The Bishop held the 
if | appeared : @ man and woman, clad in a few | the Indians came forward, 
tf old wretched tatters, and looking the very | their custom is, to make 
ie picture of the deepest wretchedness. Their | Some placed 
bi threds of blankets flapped about their naked | maple-sugar, some 
ae of wre ief apostrophized them, | for such a 
and demanded of them who they were, and | none of 
| 


nothing but flour, and often not even that;/in an hour destroy the labour of a year. 
many had been obliged to depend altogether | But none of them did. The country just out- 
on what fish they could catch for, a living. side the Reservation has been ravaged by 
Yet they gave most liberally. No people so/ them, but the Indians’ farms have escaped. 
generous, when they have anything to give, as Who knows but God held over their heads, 
the Indians. None give so largely in propor- | suspended on their prayers and alms, ‘the 
tion to their means. They themselves know locusts, my great army, which I sent among 
by bitter experience what the scourge of| you’! And while of their poverty, 
locusts was, Only two years before they had | the fact is worthy of mention, that while 
lost their all by the same dreadful plague. | begging is, as every one knows, an inveterate 
And it is worthy of remark that, on that | vice of the Indian character, and while many 
very day, when they were contributing out | of them at this pinching time have had to 
of their poverty for the relief of others, the hungry every day, not one of them begged 
dreaded grasshoppers could be seen plainly the ox ang of the 
flying over their heads, ready to alight, and 


at 
on the Sabbath in private houses, 


or under the shade of trees, before for worship 

were granted by the authorities. In those days the missionary was mainly a preacher and 

expounder of the Scriptures, and whatever work of this kind was done was performed by 
In 


him. Now the aspects of the work have completely changed. Central Turkey there are 
26 organized churches, with some 2,500 members, and audiences amounting in the aggre- 
gate to 5,000 or 6,000 steady attendants, and in the Sunday-schools there is an equally 
large attendance. Besides, there are some 40 out-stations, where small congregations are 


struggling up into organization and self-support. The people are aroused on the subject of — 


education. Advanced schools are called for, and some of the young men go abroad to 

England or America to pursue their studies, The missionary is now become a superingendent 

and educator, He has to deal with churches and communities, rather than with individuals 

and little audiences, as-at the first. “He labours through the native pastors and helpers, 

whom he educates and counsels, and through the churches and church unions, which require 

his advice. Through his experience and educational activity he makes other men aggressive. 
SYRIA. 

For many years it has been a noticeable fact in connection with the admissions into the 
mission churches in Syria, that the applicants were almost all men. Now this has changed ; 
more women than men are coming forward to profess their faith in Christ. The change 
began to appear at the very time when the women in our home churches commenced their 
special work for women in heathen lands, Is there no connection between the two /— 
Foreign Missionary. 

JAPAN. 

Japan has proved an apt pupil since she opened seven doors to the civilized world in 
1854. It is but recently that the Emperor was too sacred a person to be seen. by his 
subjects, even of the highest rank ; now he goes about openly with but few attendants, and 
there is no compulsion upon the people to kneel while he is passing. The secret of the 
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: 
TURKEY. | 
A visit paid by the Rev. Mr. Crane to the Central Tarkey mission, his former field of ; 
labour, affords him an opportunity of drawing an interesting contrast between the missionary | 
work as it was nearly a quarter of a century ago and as it is now. Then the missionary " 
was a pioneer, laying foundations and clearing away the rubbish of error. The Bible, re- \ 
cently placed into the hands of the people, created earnest inquiry and sharp discussion. ah 
Companies of inquirers, some of them captious, but most of them serious, would gather 
often far into the night. Preaching services were held 
| 
warfare, and the organization of a navy, construction of a railroad, laying of « telegraph, t 
erection of light-houses, establishment of several daily newspapers and publication houses at 
| with academies or colleges for higher education, and with common schools all over the ‘ 
country, the introduction of the decimal system of coinage ‘and a postal system, with the | 
abolition of caste—is'to be found in the fact that the Japanese have suppressed two-thirds of . | 


& 
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oo) severed all State connection with either 
th which is all that is required of the 
ait and love their country, obey the laws of 
te custom-houses and all public offices are 
| 5 has begun to be removed from 
4 Japan is now one of the most 
MEXIOO. 
:? held in the Committee-room of the 
ia (says the Boston Congregationalsst), centred 
_ of father, mother, and their 
| where they will wait advices from 
4 . Stevens's assassination at Abualulco, in 
“ experiences in the past, that this depression 
) and will eventually prove to have furthered the intertats of isti 
, so dark under the sway of Romanism, This is believed to be the first in 
\ a history of the Board when missionaries have come from another country t 
; service ; the reverse of this has been the rule, Mr. Edwards will join Messrs. 
| | Morgan, his countrymen by birth. 
it 
if 
a 
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received and entertained. At this meeting there were also present M utapha and bi: von 
Ali, the banished converts from Marash. “ 

After having been introduced to the deputation, the following que tions were interpreted 
to Mustapha, and hie replies recorded —— 

1. The Turkish Government has stated that permission has been given you to leave 
Smyrna and go where you please, except to Marash. Is this correct /—Answer: We have 
received no intimation whatever of the kind. We were forcibly brought here, and forbidden 
to go beyond one hour's journey from the city, and nothing has been told us of any altera- 
tion im the strict orders we received on our arrival. 

2. The Turkish Government has stated that your removal from Marash was for your 
own protection, in consequence of the disturbed state of the district, and that it would not 
be safe for you to return. Is this so !—Answer : There was no religious ferment among the 
population of my native town, except that which the authorities themselves instigated, and 
might easily have been controlled if they had been willing to do so. If we are allowed to 
return, I have no fear of danger to any of us, provided the Government at Constantinople 
gave the necessary instructions to the local authorities to obtain for us the same protection 
which is extended to the Turkish population generally. 

_ 3. Are you very desirous of returning to the town from which you have been banished ? 
—Answer: We are very anxious to doso. We are thrown out of employment, and have no 
means of subsistence here, nor are likely to obtain it ; whereas if we were allowed to go back 
we should carry on the trade by which we obtained our living. 7 

4. Asthe Government has by its own act banished you to this place for your religious 
opinions, has it in any way assisted you with money, or has it entirely left you dependent on 
the charity of your Christian friends }— Answer: We have received nothing from the Govern- 
ment, and should have starved but for the kindness and support of the missionaries. _ 

, 5. Have your three younger children Leen restored to you; and if so, by whom /— 
Answer: Yes, they are now with us, through the efforts of our Christian friends, who 
secretly brought them away. We have no reason to suppose that the Government éither 
knew of the circumstance until after it happened, or in any way afforded assistance. The 
restoration of our children is a great joy to us, especially as they were assured that we were 
dead, and that they would never see us aggin. 

6. Are you suffering from any annoyance now that you are living in Smyrna /— 
Answer: No, none at all; we believe that we are watched by the police, but we afe not 
otherwise interfered with. 

A few words of sympathy and encouragement were spoken by the deputation to Mustapha 


and Ali, and the meeting closed with fervent prayer, offered by the Rev. Mr. Epstein. p 
On Saturday morning, January 23, we landed at Constantinople, and immediately 
announced our arrivel to the British Ambassador, requesting the favour of an interview at af 
his Excellency’s earliest convenience. This was immediately granted, and the same day we _ 
had an interview with Sir Henry Elliot atthe British Embassy, when the object of our > 
visit was explained, stress being laid on the interest awakened in Europe and America in O) | 
the mission, manifested by the numerous and distinguished names attached to the memorial. + ) 
Sir Henry Elliot stated that, as regards presenting the address to the Sultan, there it 
would be a difficulty in obtaining an audience with his Majesty, as he did not receive depu- Bf ! 
tations. The Minister who had officially asserted that if the deputation came he had no : f 
doubt they would be received, was now out of office, and his successor, who had only just E 
been appointed, did not consider himself responsible for the acts of his predecessor. Sir et 
Henry Elliot had reminded him of the expectation that had been raised, and now ex- : 
pressed the opinion that possibly an audience might be granted to one or two members of the 
deputation to present the address, but not to more. 4 ae t 
As regards the cases, Sir Henry Elliot stated to your deputation that, in his opinion, 4: 
the Council of the Alliance were mistaken, and that what had taken place was not persecu- 4 
tion; that ‘respecting Mustapha and Ali, who had been conveyed to Smyrna, they were ‘ 
under no compulsion whatever to remain there, provided they did not return to Marash. ¢ 
He was reminded that they were still under the same prohibition to leave Smyrna as when ; | 
first brought there, and on being appealed to whether the forced removal of this family, a 
their being beaten and put in chains, their imprisonment, and banishment to Smyrna, with- Nb 
out means of subsistence, without any alleged charge of misconduct, was not a case of | 
persecation, his Excellency admitted that it certainly was, and could not be defended. : 
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mission, and the general usefulness of their visit. 

On Monday morning numerous members of the Protestant community, introduced by 
Hagop Matteoisian, the Vékil, or civil head of that body, waited upon your deputation 
to present the following address :— ee 


To the Members of the Deputation of the Evangelical Alliance. 


Gentlemen,—We, the undersigned, in behalf of the 
country as the distinguished representatives of 


We fully appreciate your purely benevolent motives in coming so far ia such an 
season of the ; and i 


We have heard of your noble and generous design of plead with our-sugast Soversign for 
the af tasty hoon believe that you 
will find our gracious Sovereign ready to respond to your best wishes, and no less so his Majesty's 
present enlightened Ministry. : 


We beg to assure you, gent!*men, of our highest and lasting esteem, as well as of all who 


_ teek to promote the best interests of this country.—We are, very respectfully yours, 


Hacor Marrszorsiax, G. T. Karrreciax. 
Vékil of the Protestant Community. N. G. M.D. 


M. D. Bisnor MIGHERDITCH, 
V. A. 
G. VARTANIAN, M.D. 


Muvasstax. 
Sperax Urvupsian. 


H. H. 
Constantinople, January 24, 1875. 


The address was acknowledged by the chairman of your deputation, and an interesting 
conversation ensued on the general question of religious liberty. Important facts were laid 
before us, showing the insufficient protection afforded to different classes of Turkish subjects 
and the failure of efforts to redress the wrongs complained of. Various documents were 
also presented to us which we promised should be submitted to the Council of the Alliance, 
and the Vékil was assured that they would receive their careful consideration. 

_ Your deputation received members of other communities, among them Monsignor 
Etienne Azarian, head of the Armenian Roman Catholic Church, who complained of the 
eee annoyances suffered at the hands of the Turkish authorities at rseroum 
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aig Sir H Elliot that the information 
= 
{ to the circumstance that one men W 
of being. convert to Christianity, was his 
& he was still one of the Ansairyeh and not « 
+ mised at once to communicate with the Turkish Govern- 
f ment, and to obtain an interview for the deputation with the Turkish Minister for Foreign 
Y: Affairs, and advised that both French and Turkish translations should be made of the 
i address to accompany its presentation, which was obtained. 
q The same afternoon we were favoured with a visit from the Committee of the 
4 Constantinople Branch of the Alliance, who gave us their cordial welcome, and assured 
§ us of the deep satisfaction which our visit afforded to all classes of the Christian population. | 
| @ . We were informed that, notwithstanding the Imperial decree, much intolerance and suffering 
on account of religious opinions prevailed. Your deputation consulted with the Com- 
4 mittee on the steps desirable to be taken with a view to promote the objects of their 
Be mani- 
; | ested for 2 welfare 0 vangell aud 8 y of our own, we offer you 
| 
| | | 
win 
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been in several instances by the friendly remonstramees of other representatives of foreign 


To the Right Honourable Sir Heary Elliot, G.C.B., Her Majesty's Ambassador at Constantinople. 


January 79, 1875. 
The members of the British with an address from the British and Foreign 
Branches of the E have waited upon your Ex in comseynence of a 


The Deputation are grieved to find that, notwithstanding the statement mede to your - 
Turkish Mini for Forei irs, and communicated by the Ear! of 


receive the members,” and the coming of the Deputation in consequence of that assurance, they are 
now informed that the Porte objects to obtain an audience for them. . 

This objection the tation cannot but interpret es © dissourteny to the distinguished noble, 
men and gentiemen who heave si the address to his Lmperial Majesty, and will be so regarded 
by them when informed of it on the return cf the Deputation. 

At the same time the Deputation have come to Constantinople with the specific to obtain 


IL That the family of Mustapha be restored to their home at M 

IIL. That assarances be given 
Hamaioen be fulfilled. 

The Deputation wish the Turkish Government to be informed that unless these points be con- 
ceded at the earnest and united request of the signatories to the address, the Deputation will leave 
Constantinople painfully im with the fact that the and even request made by 
the British Government through your Excellency have not received the attention which they deserve; 
and iven Turkish Government in reference to the 
has not been fulfilled. The tation will not hold themselves responsible for the 
im ; prod in Great Britain and elsewhere by the failure of the object which 


‘on 
oat Depstation dene thanks for your court 


Fraxcis N. uP. Samurt Gurney. 
Hewry T. Major-General. Japez JOHNSON. 
I. N. Fowier. James Davis. 


In their interview with Sir Henry Elliot the following day, an important fact was 
mentioned. His Excellency was reminded that he had received instructions from the 


Britain, had not been complied with. The promise, however, for the release and return to 
their occupation of the three converts violently seized at Latakia, was given by the Turlish 
Government to the American Minister on condition that he obtained the necessary papers, 
proving exemption from military service. The papers were obtained, duly certified, and 
three more Christian converts of the Ansairyeh tribe were subsequently seized under circum- 
soverity with the former, and. taken suilitery to, whose 
retoain. 

At this interview Mr. Sandison communicated the ultimatum of the Porte, which was 
unfavourable alike to our request to be allowed personally to present the address to hie 
Majesty and to the prayer of the memorial. At the same time the offer was made on the 
part of the Vizier to receive the address and convey it to the Sultan. 
with influential persons in Constantinople, well competent from their long residence and 


offer on the part of the Grand Vizier to receive the address and convey it to his Imperial 
Majesty, should not be accepted. We considered that, with due respect to those whom we 
had the honour to represent, and in fulfilment. of the trust reposed in us, there wae 


only one course left for us to take—viz., to leave Constantinople at once; but, before deing 


A 


on 
‘i| Pa Your deputation felt that the honour of England—foremost in advancing the grest 
| 2 cause of religious liberty—was deeply concerned, and therefore they resolved to present the 
ie i - following address to Her Majesty’s Ambassador, which was done on the ensuing morning, 
ie Friday, January 29 :— 
| 
dress tor their tec le i families; should this object be sttaineu, 
| They have been deputed to 
“L That the Ansairyeh conscripts be released from the army, and restored to the useful ocoups- 
tions from which they were suddenl andor circumstances of violence and cruelty. 
| | 
a 
| d Earl of Derby “to endeavour to procure orders for the immediate release of the Ansairyeh 
{ conscripts, if such orders had not already been given.” That request, made by Great | 
| 
ae 
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presentation to his Majesty 


and to request Sir Henry Elliot to 


address, suitably mounted and engrossed, for 


| | 


forward to his Highness 


33 


ait 


a 
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of your arrival and 
which they might think 


established usage as 


y informed 
course 


Pang: Sandison. 


the address to the 


of 


of feeling that the 


following protest + 
Huserin-Avmi Pasha, — The British Depatation 
= om the subject of 
accoant of their | 
solicit for them an | 
ish Government, and 
A ffaare, the 
to whom they 
noblemen and 
who have signed 
not only decline the 
cecupation at 
the 
in America. 
Sgned) Frasces N. Coxrsenam, Sauvst Gveret. 
T. Major-General Janez Jomxsor. 
R. N. Davi. 
Sir Henry Elliot kindly promised to forward the protest to his Highness, and also : 
permitted us to leave with him the address to the Sultan. His Excellency at the same time on 
informed us that he had just learned that the Turkish Government now justified their trest- ‘ 
ment of the Ansairyeh conseripts on the ground that three years since the men should have : 
presented themselves for enrolment; that not having done so, they were considered as 
deserters, and consequently were so treated. This plea, now urged for the first time after ; 
Gfteen months’ agitation of the question, was pronounced to be “ suspicious,” and his Excel- : 
leney said that he had requested the Turkish Government to order an investigation into the | 
matter, requiring that it should be public, and conducted in a fair and satisfactory manner. 
Before leaving Constantinople, we communicated this circumstance to the Committee of ; 
the Turkish Branch of the Alliance, who will, without delay, obtain the necessary evidence : 
to show that not only were these Christian men legally exempt from conscription, and 
therefore were under no obligation to present themselves to the authorities for enrolment, : 
HENNE their peaceful and useful lives in the same village, year by year, contradicts the : 
bes they were themselves conscious of the risk they incurred by continuing 2s 
Tin the Christian Mission Schools. 3 
On the morning of their departure, and within an hour of embarkation, your deputation + 
had placed in their hands the following letter from Her Majesty's Ambassador :— t 
Constantinople, February 2, 1875. ; 
Gentlemen, —I regret to bess, that the Porte declines to modify the reselution 
The Salton, having, boos 
to hi an . 
Ma) "jm reference to matters belonging to the internal administration of 
should be delivered: to him at an audience granted to forsigh 
in ing to accede to your request for an sud are anxious to dis oli 
: the ii ! to yourselves, or esp to those who the 
address, have felt it incumbent upon them to a » precedent likely to be 
much inconvenience. 
you have been denied the a 
at least have the satisfaction 
that has been afforded of the indigne tion with which everything spprosching to 
persecution ie regarded by the best friends Turkey, cannot fail to have a beneficial t 
Ottoman authorities throaghont the empire and the Government will be desirous of pre- 
from giving cause for remonstraace. 
I have the honour to be, gentlemen, 
Your most obedient, humble servant, 
To the Depatation of the Evangelical Alliance. Henry Exwior. 
On Monday, February 1, we had the privilege of entertaining at breakfast she members 
of the Committee of the Turkish Branch of the Evangelical Altiance, and afterwards holding 
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a final conference with them as to the wisest and most beneficial course to 


the present circumstances. The cordial salutations of the Committee were offered to the 
Council and members of the British Organization of the Evangelical Alliance, and the 
warmest thanks tendered for the visit of the deputation. The hope was fervently expressed 
that the Christianity of Great Britain would be still further moved by the occurrences in 
Turkey, and influence public opinion so that its voice might be heard and felt in the Cabinet 
of that empire. 

We desire to remind our Christian brethren of the pledge given by Sultan Abdul 
Medjid, that “no subject of the empire shall be hindered in the exercise of the religion that 
he nor shall be in any way molested on that account ;” and that upon this pledge 
Turkey was regarded as having adopted the sentiments of the most civilized mation@, and has 
largely profited by her alliance with Christian Powers of Europe. This pledge, as we were 
informed, has been repeated on several occasions by the reigning Sultan, and to this day 
the Turkish Government declares its policy to be one of perfect religious liberty. Judging 
from the reception our respectful representations met with, and from the information ob- 
tained during our stay in Constantinople, we are constrained to record the deliberate convic- 
tion that this is not carried out—that the treatment of Christian converts on 


We need scarcely add that our visit deeply impressed us with the high importance to 
the interests of civil and religious liberty throughout the world that it should be energetically 
sustained by the British Government at home and all its representatives abroad. 

Although the immediate object of their mission may not appear to have been effected, 


mony. Much valuable information has been obtained the true state of religious 
liberty in Turkey, which will be available in any further united action it may be thought 


desirable to take. A powerful impression has been prodaced as to the real union of Chris- 


tians of various nations, and their active whenever and wherever called for by 
the sufferings and oppressions-of their brethren ; and lastly (in the words of Sir Henry | 
Elliot), “the.evidence afforded of the indignation with which everything approaching to 
religious persecution is regarded by the best friends of Turkey, cannot fail to have a bene- 
ficial effect upon the Ottoman authorities. Your deputation resign the trast committed to 
them in the confidence and hope that the Council of the Evangelical Alliance will not rest 
in their exertions until the grievances of their Christian brethren are redresssed, and re- 
ligious liberty becomes an accomplished fact throughout the 'Turkish Empire. 

We remain, my lords and gentlemen, your faithful servants, 

Fraxcis N. ConyNenamM, 


_ This report having been read, it was moved by the Chairman, seconded by Sir Harry 
Verney, Bart, and resolved unanimously: “That the best thanks of this Council be pre- 
sented to Lord Francis N. Conyngham, u.r., and other members of the deputation who pro- 
ceeded to Ccnstantinople with the address to his Majesty the Sultan on the subject of religious 
persecutions in Turkey. The Council desire to convey to his lordship and colleagues the 
deep sense entertained of the valuable services rendered in carrying out their important 
mission, and the wisdom and firmness displayed under peculiar and trying circumstances.” 

Moved by the Rev. William Arthur, u.a, seconded by Donald Matheson, Esq., and 
unanimously adopted : “That the Council thankfully receive the report just read, and 
approve the steps taken by the deputation, believing that the results will fully justify the 
action taken by this Council in sending the deputation.” sae 


A meeting of Council was held on February the ti; John Holt Skinner, Esq, in 
the chair, After reading the Scriptures, prayer was offered, and the minutes of the 


f 


i 
of local authorities is often insulting, and, at tim n the higt leg : nd t 
there is a failure on the part of the officers of the Porte to rebuke their subordinates when 
: convicted of intolerance and an abuse of the powers entrusted to them. 
ol your deputation were _ in being assured by many persons in _ 
; @ very important results had been obtained. The expression of wide-spread sympathy with 
‘3 those who were suffering for conscience’ sake has carried with it much consolation and en- 
couragement. The personal interccurse with Christian men, holding and promulgating the 
4 same doctrines of the Gospel with themselves, has strengthened them in their work and testi- 
Henry T. Major-General. Janez Jonson. 
R. N. Fow er. James Davis. 
| | 
_ 
| previous meeting were and spproved. 
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Mra. Dandridge, of Cheltenham, and Miss Oxley, of Kensington, were unanimoasly 
almitted to membership. 
from many parts of the kingdom, bat also from foreign lands, as to the general observance 
of the January Week of Prayer at the beginning of the present year, and the blessings 
attending that observance. 
Earnest desire having been expressed for the observance this year of a Day of Special 
Prayer for Ireland, an address upon the subject was submitted and approved. 


DAY OF SPECIAL PRAYER FOR IRELAND. 

To the Members of the British and American Organisations of the Evangelical Alliance. 
Beloved Brethren,— We again invite you to set apart a day of special prayer to God for 
Ireland, and propose to you that this year, as last, St. Patrick's Day, March the 17th, be 
fixed for that purpose. 3 
The sister isle has special claims on the sympathy of Protestant Christian hearta No 
eloquent preachers than Ireland. What a boon to England, America, and the world, would 
be the return of that country to “the faith once delivered to the saints!" What coald bring 
more happiness to her people, and more glory to God, than the calling of this generous and 
population out of the darkness of superstition into the light of the pure Gospel 


Vice- 
Presidents. 
Asser, 


7, Adam Street, Strand, London, W.C., Feb. 11, 1875. 


of Jesus Christ ? 
During the past year, in answer to the earnest intercessions of God's children through- 
out these isles and America, showers of spiritual blessings were poured out on varions parts 
of the land: -Of these things we need not here to remind you, except to my, let these 
answers to prayer be to usa token of God's favourable regard to our supplications, an 
incitement to perseverance, and an earnest of greater things to come. “Is anything too 
hard for the Lord?” Let the 17th of March find us again gathered together in our public 
and private assemblies before the throne of grace in fervent prayer for Ireland. 
On behalf of the Council, Jous Forcu, Treasurer. 
J. Buackwoop, D.pD. 
DowaLp Fraser, D.D. Secs. 
ARrHor, ™.<. 
James Davis, Secretary. 
C. pe Assistant-Secretary. 
THE WEEK OF PRAYER. i 
We continue to receive very gratifying | formist ministers took the chair and three 
accounts of the blessings which have attended others gave addresses on the remaining days. 4 
the observance of the Week of Prayer st the | On each occasion the halls were full, even on 4 
beginning of this year. We here give some Saturday evening, and on nearly all, they were 
extracts which may be interesting to the crowded ; while the hearty, earnest spirit that / 
Reaprwa.—You will be pleased to hear, | delightful, and the manifestation of brotherly / 
what I ought to have sooner communicated, feeling, especially on the part of the ministers, 
that the Week of United Prayer at Reading cansed the hearts of many others to overflow 
was carried out on its old basis, and with | with gratitude to our Heavenly Father that 
greater success than ever before attended He had heard, and so abundantly answered, 
these gatherings. All the Evangelical clergy the many prayers of His children who had 
and all the Nonconformist ministers united | been waiting for years and continually pray- | 7 
cordially to make them a success—a happy ing for such a result. The effects of these | 
combination we had not seen in this town for meetings will abide, and God will be glorified, | 
many a long year ; indeed, since 1865, if even I doubt not, in the better feeling towards | 
then all combined. The meetings were held each other existing in the hearts of his peo- | 
alternately, morning and evening, in the Ab- ple, and manifesting itself in their lives. To | 
bey Lecture Hall. and Town Hall, and pre- Him who deserves it all be all the praise. | 
sided over by two clergymen, and addresses Sourmrort.—The Week of Prayer here | 
given by three others; while four Noncon- this year has been numerically a great”suc- 
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ripe for good things. The united 
at Southport was: held in our new, 
commodious Town Hall. The 


2. 


an opportunity 


have 


5 
4 


of leading the poor penitent to the feet of- 


Jesus. The meetings are still continued each 
Tuesday at noon, but on the Sabbath only 
once in the month. The chief feature of these 


gatherings has been apparently the removal. 


of asperities and prejudices, and the increase 
of evangelical union and brotherly love, es- 
_ France.—At Montcarret the pastors, dur- 
ing the Week of Prayer, met together suc- 
cessively in the different places of worship, 
and were delighted to find themselves followed 
by a large concourse of people, who appeared 
to be animated with a true spirit of devotion. 
In Paris the beneficial effect of the Week of 
Prayer is still felt. A monthly meeting of 
the Evangelical Alliance. for meditation and 
prayer is regularly held in the different places 
of worship. At the last meeting the subject 
treated by Pastor A. Fisch was “The sur- 
render of one’s self to God.” 
Swepen.—During the Prayer Week the 
Evangelical congregations have had daily 
evening meetings, each denomination in its 


another ty to’ the Greek 


results in His hands. 
QuzBrc.—I am delighted to be able to say 
our Week of Prayer has been a time of re- 
freshing in this old city. The meetings were 
more numerously attended, and a more ear- 
nest and prayerful spirit prevailed, than in 
former years. They are still continued, and 
we are looking forward to a time of revival, 
and trust that many will be brought to accept 
the Saviour. The first meeting of the Domi- 
nion Evangelical Alliance in Montreal was 4 
very successful one, and will be the means of 
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greatly promoting the interests of the Evan- 
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ces, Hundreds of people have been own chapel Our committee, however, had 
7. years, I believe, employing the very concise arranged an “ Alliance prayér-meeting” for one 
7. prayer, when asking « blessing upon each suc- of the evenings, which was held in the Hall 
2. cessive meal, “ Lord, revive thy work;” and of the Moravians, and the attendance at this 
and in Li Oe oceup ied. 
=) Arrangements are being to keep up the 
| “4 interest by continued meetings of the same 
kind. 
Arwews.—As usual, the invitation for the 
‘ seven hu whilst on = | Week of Prayer was translated and freely 
i, ings of the 3rd and 10th of January some | circulated among persons of every nationality 
| 5 two thousand persons were gathered together, | and sect. The meetings were held, as usnal, 
with usually about twenty ministers and | in the Evangelical Chureh, daily, from balf- 
of clergy upon the platform om each occasion. | past four to half-past five o'clock. The open- 
| ing sermon was preached by Mr. George. 
: _Kazakos, a missionary, and the colleague of 
Dr. Kalopothakes, on the subject appointed 
op the Central Committee, and the closing 
Alliance and of the Greek Committee, The 
| attendance was as large as, if not larger than, 
last year. There were some attempts on the 
| | | part of strangers to disturb the meetings by 
7 | discussion, bat they were checked at once by 
us the respected chairman, Dr. Kalopothakes. 
: “ | We have every reason to believe that all who 
| 2 came, from whatever motive, were greatly 
ib benefited We are glad to announce to you 
. ‘that several young men who, during the past 
| @ EE year, had shown hostility to the Evangelical 
i 4 SS Charch and everything that bore the name of 
} a | Evangelical, came regularly to the Week of 
; a | Prayer meetings, and at the close contributed 
'their pence towards defraying the expenses. 
ea a O° the whole, we firmly believe that these 
ae meetings have tended towards the purification — 
and e ization of the Greek nation, and 
Branch of the Evange 
: useful to our fellow-citizens. We leave the 
| 
4 | gelicgl Alliance throughout Canada. 


